
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020-21 Reopening Schools Guide and 

Frequently Asked Questions 

   
 

 

 



 

We encourage parents, guardians, and community 

stakeholders to please refer all questions to the contact us 

link on our district website at www.franklincountyschools.org, 

so we can assist you in getting the specific information 

related to your question or concern, in a timely manner.  You 

can also contact us at the district office via telephone at 

(850) 670-2810.   

 

We are making decisions to give our students the best 

educational experience possible under conditions that 

support the safety of our students, staff, and all 

stakeholders.   

As parents and guardians, you have learning options for 

your children, and we will help guide and offer assistance in 

selecting the best learning option for your child(ren).   

 

We are committed to two-way communication, from school 

to home, and home to school, as we all experience this 

together for the first time. *The information in this 

document is subject to change and will be reevaluated 

as often as necessary. 
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Traditional On Campus Learning Option 
This model represents a return to the school campus and the classroom where students will interact 

directly with their teacher(s) and classmates.  The school day will follow the standard bell times and 

standard schedule that includes all the core classes and other subject areas.  In short, it represents a 

return to the traditional school environment – with several significant changes involving enhanced 

health and safety precautions.  Our goal is to create an environment that provides an opportunity for 

students to return to the traditional school experience while providing effective safeguards to protect 

the health and safety of students and staff. 

 

Public Health Actions on Every Campus 

 

 Practice safe social distancing to the greatest extent possible 

 Post signage and provide lessons to strongly encourage frequent hand washing and hygiene 

practices 

 Ensure hand sanitizer is available throughout the campus 

 Increase cleaning protocols throughout each campus, including replacing air filters more 

frequently 

 Limit group gatherings 

 Encourage face coverings on campus 

 Expect symptom screening for all staff and students 

 Ensure any staff or students who exhibit symptoms are not at school or in the workplace 

 Water fountains will be retrofitted to fill water bottles 

 Efforts will be made to limit/reduce transitions (student movement) where possible  

 

School Bus Safety 

 

 School bus operators, school bus assistants, and students will all be encouraged to wear face 

coverings on the bus. 

 Hand sanitizer will be available on all buses for students and staff use 

 All buses will undergo disinfection of commonly touched surfaces at least twice per day, as per 

district guidelines 

 

At the elementary school level, we are creating a cohort isolation model, where students will spend 

time on campus with the group of students in their class, including in the classroom, the cafeteria, the 

media center, and the playground. Interaction with students from other classes will be limited to the 

greatest extent possible.  If a student displays symptoms of illness, it will likely impact their cohort 

classmates, and not the entire school, in terms of quarantine or other interventions. 

 

At the secondary level, each school will have a customized plan to discourage large gatherings of 

students in hallways and common areas, using clear communication and signage to reinforce the 

message. The number of students allowed in the cafeteria, media center, and gymnasiums will be 

significantly reduced to the extent possible.  Extracurricular activities will resume and will adhere to 

recommendations from the CDC and the state.   

 

 



 
Virtual Learning Option 

This full-time virtual school experience is ideal for students who wish to have more control over their 

learning path and pace, and for whom a flexible daily schedule is important. This model is designed 

for families who would like to maintain their connection to the school campus, while educating their 

children in a virtual environment. The virtual learning option is also ideal for students whom a flexible 

daily schedule is optimal.  In this learning model, students will often work on assignments in a virtual 

environment during non-traditional hours using web-based class sessions, email, and telephone calls. 

In this learning model, students often work on assignments during non-traditional hours and maintain 

contact with their teacher using web-based class sessions, email, text messages, and phone calls. All 

full-time students must carry the full six-course load for enrollment. 

 

What to expect with the virtual learning option: 

 

 Students are at-home learning and will be given access to a device, and will need access to 

the internet, and phone. 

 Students are expected to log in on a daily basis for attendance and make weekly progress 

based upon pacing guides for completion of courses.  Students who do not log in on a daily 

basis and make weekly progress will not be able to stay enrolled with the virtual learning 

option. 

 Students are expected to verbally communicate and complete assessments with their 

instructors via phone or virtual session. 

 Enrollments are a semester-long or year-long commitment that requires an adult to serve as 

the learning guide for the student and teacher. 

 Students are required to complete all State Standardized Assessments. 

 Not all courses will be available through Remote Learning option. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

 

General 

 
Now that we know what the options are, what comes next? 
Take time to familiarize yourself with the options, and then choose the option that works best for your 

student. After reading the descriptions of the options, you can review the Frequently Asked Questions 

and the Family Resource Guide document.  When you are ready to make your choice, go to Franklin 

County School District Website (www.franklincountyschools.org) and click on the FOCUS portal 

link.  You will be directed to the FOCUS login page where you will login to or create your 

parent/student account.  Registration will be through the FOCUS portal for the 20-21 school year.  

Please follow our Facebook page for upcoming additional guidance. 

 

Will parents and volunteers be allowed on campus? 

During the first quarter of the school year, parents, volunteers, mentors, and any non-essential 

visitors will not be allowed on campus. This will be reevaluated each quarter. 

 

Will students be expected to take FSA? 

Yes.  At this time the Florida DOE has indicated plans to test in the spring.  All students will be 

expected to participate. 

 

Will there be an open house this year? 

No. 

 

Will students be able to go on field trips? 

There will be no field trips in the 1st quarter.  This decision will be reevaluated each quarter. 

 

Will parents be allowed to attend conferences on campus? 

Virtual conferences are preferred.  However, if a parent cannot connect for a conference virtually, an 

in person teacher conference in accordance with social distancing guidelines can be requested. 

 

Will parents be permitted to walk their student(s) to class? 

No.  For the safety of students and staff, no visitors will be allowed on campus. 

 

Will there be orientations this year? 

http://www.franklincountyschools.org/


Orientations will be performed virtually.  Please follow our district social media for information and 

updates. 

 

If I do not make a selection for my student, in which option will they be placed? 

The Traditional On Campus Learning Option will be the default selection. 

 

Learning Model Options 

 

Once I choose an option, can I change my mind later? 

A continuous and consistent learning environment is best for student success. However, parents and 

students might have compelling reasons to seek a transition from one option to another.  For the sake 

of continuity, transfers from one learning option to another may only occur after the completion of a 

grading period.  

 

Will each option offer the same classes? 

Core classes will be available under both options. The virtual learning option could have a limited 

selection of electives. These will differ from courses available in the Traditional model. 

 

Is the virtual learning option identical to the distance learning we experienced during the final 

months of the school year? 

No.  It will feature a robust curriculum with an assignment load similar to the Traditional model. The 

virtual learning option will incorporate standard school schedules, leading to a learning experience 

more connected to teachers. 

 

Under the Traditional model, will elementary students be able to have recess? 

Yes. Recess will be organized to emphasize social distancing.  

 

What options are available to children in the Voluntary Pre-K program? 

The Traditional model is the only option available to children in the Voluntary Pre-K program. 

 

If I choose the virtual learning option will my student be able to participate in athletics? 

Yes, students will have the same opportunities to participate in athletics. 

 

 

Has the start date for the 2020-2021 school year been changed? 

No. The first day of school for students for all options/models will be on August 10. 

 

If my student is enrolled in Dual Enrollment part/full time what option should I choose? 

You will select the Traditional Option. 



 

 

 

Health and Safety 

 
Will students wear masks in school? 

Students are encouraged to wear masks or cloth face coverings, especially in instances where 

physical and social distancing are not possible. 

 

Will students be expected to socially distance? 

Students will be socially distanced to the extent possible.  While social distancing in schools will be 

extremely difficult, students will spend most of the school day interacting only with students in their 

class. By limiting their exposure to a small number of students, the chance of infection is reduced. 

 

What strategies can be implemented for students or staff at a higher risk for severe illness 

from COVID-19? 

Individuals at higher risk for severe illness from COVID-19 (older adults and people of any age who 

have serious underlying medical conditions) consult with their medical provider to assess their risk 

and to determine actionable next steps to safely return to work and school. 

 

What steps will be taken to ensure that surfaces are clean in classrooms? 

Maintenance workers and school custodians will clean frequently touched surfaces throughout the 

day and conduct overall cleanings at the conclusion of every day. Other non-custodial staff members 

will assist where necessary, in keeping surfaces clean.  Teachers will have access to cleaning 

supplies for their classrooms.  Student hand washing will be frequent. 

 

What other steps are being taken to ensure a healthy environment? 

The Franklin County School District will partner with parents in educating students on the importance 

of hand washing, hygiene, and social distancing. Hand sanitizer will be made available in classrooms 

and workplaces. The schedule for changing air conditioning filters has been accelerated.  Water 

fountains are being retrofitted to be bottle fillers.  Temperature checks will be performed on staff and 

students as appropriate.  Anyone with a temperature above 100.4 will be sent home.  All other 

potential symptoms of COVID-19 or any other illness will be referred to school health staff, in 

alignment with standard procedures. 

 

 

What will my student’s school do if a classmate or staff member is infected with COVID-19? 

Communication will be sent to parents and staff that if they are exhibiting symptoms, they should not 

come to school or report to work. If a student exhibits symptoms at school he/she will be taken to the 



school clinic and the parent or guardian will be notified. “The Florida Department of Health serves as 

the lead entity to conduct COVID19 investigations. Staff and students will be able to return to school 

when cleared by public health officials. Quarantine or Isolation orders are available in writing for each 

individual involved in the investigation.  

 

What if a student or staff member tests positive for COVID-19? 

Will there be alternative options for students and families at Higher Risk for Severe Illness 

from COVID-19? 

Offer options for students at higher risk of severe illness that limit their exposure risk (e.g., virtual 

learning opportunities).  Consistent with applicable law, put in place policies to protect the privacy of 

people at higher risk for severe illness regarding underlying medical conditions. 

 

Special Education 
 

Will the district be completing Child Find and evaluation when school reopens? 

The Franklin County School District will continue to identify, locate, and evaluate students suspected 

of having a disability and needing special education and related services. At the same time, being 

mindful that students have been displaced from their typical learning environment when initiating the 

referral process. Some evaluation procedures can be completed in remote learning situations. Some 

evaluations require in-person contact with students or observations of students in school settings. 

The Franklin County School District will continue conducting evaluations remotely and in-person while 

adhering to public health guidelines for the safety of students and staff. 

 

How will Individualized Education Program (IEP) meetings take place in the fall? 

The Franklin County School District is committed to providing families an opportunity to have 

meaningful participation in the special education process. Whether in-person or an alternative format, 

such as videoconferencing or by phone, IEP teams will partner with families to determine the most 

practical format to conduct IEP meetings. 

 

How will students with Individual Education Plans (IEPs) or 504 Plans receive 

accommodations in the Franklin Virtual Learning Option? 

All students enrolling in the virtual learning option will have access to many accommodations that 

naturally occur in the virtual setting. In addition, the Franklin County School District may be able to 

provide additional accommodations per a student’s IEP or Section 504 Plan if the accommodation(s) 

is/are applicable to the online educational environment. Please note that some accommodations may 

not be possible to implement in the online educational setting. 

 

Meals 
What steps will be taken to limit exposure in the school cafeteria? 



Dining will take place in the classroom, cafeteria, and outdoors. Dining in the cafeteria will be limited 

in an effort to promote social distancing. Hand sanitizer will be available at all points of meal service. 

 

What steps will be taken to minimize frequent contact to surfaces during meal service? 

To the fullest extent possible, all meal items will be individually packaged to minimize frequent contact 

to surfaces and facilitate grab and go meal service.  This will allow students to eat throughout the 

campus as appropriate. 

Transportation 
 

What steps will be taken to limit exposure on school buses? 

School bus operators, school bus assistants, and students will all be encouraged to wear masks while 

aboard the bus. All buses will undergo disinfection of commonly touched surfaces at least twice per 

day as per District guidelines. Hand sanitizer will be available on buses for students and staff. 

  

Athletics and other Extracurricular Activities 
 

Will students be expected to socially distance for extracurricular activities? 

Yes.  Scheduling for extracurricular activities will be arranged for social distancing and students and 

staff will adhere to the guidelines for social distancing as much as possible.  Rehearsals, practices, 

and meetings will be outdoors when appropriate and as feasible. 

 

Will athletes be required to wear masks? 

Not during competition or practice, but they will be encouraged to wear masks or cloth face coverings 

while riding the bus to and from the game. 

 

Will students wear masks for other extracurricular activities? 

Students will be encouraged to wear masks or face coverings where social distancing is not possible. 

 

Will parents still be allowed to attend games and other events? 

Yes.  Crowd capacity will be determined based on state and local guidelines.  Some events may be 

held virtually, to maintain social distancing guidelines. 

 

Will sports and other extracurricular activities still be offered next school year? 

Yes, the same sports and extracurricular activities will be offered as usual with some restrictions on 

social distancing, cleaning procedures, and masks (optional for athletes). Students will be 

encouraged to wear a mask on any bus trips to games.  

If a student chooses the Franklin Virtual Learning option are they able to try out for school 

sports? 



Yes. If you choose the virtual learning option you can participate in extracurricular activities offered on 

campus.   

 

Will volunteers be permitted? 

Volunteers are not permitted during the school day.  After school, parents can volunteer, if they have 

completed the FCSD volunteer paperwork and daily health screening.  All volunteers will be 

encouraged to wear masks, practice social distancing, and volunteer with the same small group every 

time to limit exposure. 

 

How will uniforms and equipment be sanitized? 

Uniforms and equipment will be cleaned and sanitized following the manufacturers' guidelines. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


